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Pastor Mike 

A Message from the Intentional Interim Pastor 

Sermon on Amounts 

Money. In a culture where $8 billion is spent on-line in one day, money seems like the most avoided topic 

in churchdom. Yet, Jesus sees the stewardship of things as front and center to life. Ignoring those who give large 

sums “out of their wealth,” Jesus highlights a poor widow who “gives out of her poverty.”  

 “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the 

others. They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—

all she had to live on.” 

 According to Jesus, the true measure of generosity is not how much we give but 

how much we have left.  Paul says, “Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 

and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.”  

Paul further writes, “God loves a cheerful giver.” The Greek word for cheerful is derived from same root 

as “hilarious.” The hilariously happy giver does not give reluctantly or under pressure but with great joy. Imagine 

people placing offerings in the plate while uncontrollably laughing.  

How do these things impact Westwood? Paul says, each should give what he has decided in his heart. 

Systematic giving is better than sporadic giving. Everyone can give something. Begin where you are, make a plan 

and follow through with joy.  Everyone who benefits from the ministry of Westwood can contribute.  

Equally important, congregational faithfulness is not only about people’s giving; stewardship is also a 

matter of how the congregation spends those dollars. Westwood has a proven record of good stewardship. 

Together, the Finance Committee and congregation develops and approves an annual budget. Percentages 

of anticipated income are allocated into one of five categories: Personnel, Facilities, Programs, Missions, and 

Debt. Routinely, the congregation must ask “how much should be allocated for each category?” Such allocations 

will align with the church’s sense of calling and will fall within targeted ranges as determined by the 

congregation. 

Friends, this transition process has provided a rare moment in Westwood’s history for you to take a fresh 

look at trends, anticipate income, develop priorities, and determine percentages for the categories in which money 

gets allocated.  

To that end and during the November 18 Church Conference, the Church Visioning Council was tasked 

with proposing a representative ad hoc group to the January Church Conference.  

The ad hoc group’s task will be to place budget matters in the context of 1) the “Westwood Statement of 

Calling;” 2) including “Guidance for future Westwood financial allocations (percentages) for Personnel, 

Facilities, Programs, and Missions;” 3) and possible “ways for increasing income and decreasing expenses.”  

God is calling Westwood Baptist Church to connect with and serve our community  

and its families. To do this we will find new ways to live out and share the Gospel  

that make a durable impact on our relationships with Jesus Christ. 
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Westwood Member News 

With SympathyWith SympathyWith SympathyWith Sympathy    

We mourn the passing of longtime Westwood Member Shirley Woodell. A memorial service 

will be held at the chapel at Greenspring Gardens on Saturday, Dec. 1 at 11:30 a.m. Our 

sympathies go out to her son Harry and daughter Sarah and their family. 

We also mourn the passing of Ed Tarlosky, husband of  

the late Joan Tarlosky, a longtime Westwood member. 

Our sympathies go to Dennis Hunt and his family on the passing of his mother, Shirley Hunt.    

The church office will be closed Tuesday, Dec. 25 through Tuesday, Jan. 1. 

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    

to Paul Sonnhalter on the birth 

of his granddaughter 

Lydia Adele Shartzer  

on November 1. The baby’s parents are Paul’s 

daughter Debi and her husband, Casey Shartzer. 

Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    

to Bob Nelson who was 

inducted into the United 

States Coast Guard 

Academy Hall of Heroes in 

New London, CT in 

November. To read about 

Bob’s recognition by the 

USCGA, visit: 

https://www.uscga.edu/rnelson/ 
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Advent and Christmas 2018 

ADVENT 2018 
First Sunday of Advent ~ December 2 

Handbell Choir Christmas Selections 
at the 11 a.m. Worship Service 

Second Sunday of Advent ~ December 9 

Sanctuary Choir and Youth Singers Performance of  
Festival of Carols by Joseph Martin 

with 14-Piece Orchestra at the 11 a.m. Worship Service 

 Third Sunday of Advent ~ December 16 

Family Service with Preschool Choir and  
Children’s Choir Performance of Children’s Carols 

Global Missions Offering Ingathering  

at the 11 a.m. Worship Service 

Fourth Sunday of Advent ~ December 23  

Christmas Music with Dan Earner 
at the 11 a.m. Worship Service 

and Children’s Party in Whitten Hall during Service 

Christmas Eve ~ Monday, December 24 at 5 p.m. 

Family Candlelight Service and Carols 

Advent Devotionals 

Advent Devotionals will be emailed to the congregation daily Dec. 2-24. To contribute, 

pick a scripture, share a simple story, and end with a brief prayer and your name, all in 

200-300 words. Youth and children are encouraged to participate. Interview your kids 

or grandkids and share their comments and artwork. Sign up at the Welcome Center, 

and email your devotional to Pastor Mike at pastor.mike.poole@gmail.com. 



 

WESTWOOD WORLD December 2018         4 

Thank You from ECHO 

Thank you for your continuing support of ECHO and the 

families it serves. Our community, including Westwood, 

continues to support ECHO in its mission of helping our 

neighbors who need some assistance. This fall, ECHO 

received almost 11 tons of food in the Boy Scout food 

drive. Special thanks to the Westwood youth for helping 

sort food after the drive. ECHO also cleared over $25,000 

from its semi-annual yard sale. Many thanks also to 

Westwood’s Sunday School classes and individuals who 

provided Thanksgiving baskets to 18 families through 

ECHO. 

End-of-Year Donations to ECHO 

If you are considering making end-of-year financial 

contributions, please remember that ECHO operates 

entirely on donations, grants, and proceeds from its yard 

sales. The need is great, as ECHO provides about $20,000 

a month in financial assistance to our neighbors in need.  

You can take part in ECHO’s mission to assist local 

families who have short-term financial emergencies or 

those who struggle continually with low income by 

mailing a check to ECHO at 7205 Old Keene Mill Road, 

Springfield, VA 22150. Receipts are promptly and 

gratefully sent to you. 

Toy Donation for ECHO “Christmas 

Holiday Shop” 

Each year, ECHO invites clients who have children under 

age 14 to participate in its Christmas Holiday Shop where 

they may choose donated gifts for their children. This year 

ECHO hopes to distribute gifts for nearly 600 children. If 

you would like to help spread joy, please bring new toys 

and games (not gift wrapped, please) to ECHO (see 

address above) during its regular hours, 9:30 a.m.-12:30 

p.m., Monday to Friday; and Tuesday, Wednesday, and 

Thursday evenings, 7-9 p.m. Most needed items include: 

polar fleece zip jackets for teens; hoodies in sizes 14, 16, 

and adult small and medium; baby dolls, car track sets, 

activity books, and Barbie clothes and accessories for the 

many Barbie dolls we already have. 

Dick Marvin, ECHO Liaison 

Community Involvement 

Springfield Gardens Christmas Party 

The annual Christmas party for families at Springfield 

Gardens will be on Saturday, Dec. 15, from 10:30 a.m.-

1:30 p.m. at First Baptist Church of Springfield. Please 

sign up at the Welcome Center to donate baked cookies, 

brownies, and other finger food treats. Also, volunteers are 

needed who can help wrap presents, which begins at 1 p.m. 

on Friday, Dec. 14, at First Baptist. Gift wrapping will 

continue for several hours, so please come at any time. 

Global Missions Offering Ingathering 

on Sunday, Dec. 16 

Throughout the season of Advent and Christmas, we will 

receive gifts for our Global Missions Offering. This special 

offering is shared with our mission partners around the 

world as follows:  

• CBF Global Missions  75% 
• MACBF (Mid-Atlantic Cooperative  
       Baptist Fellowship)  5% 
• Baptist World Alliance  4% 
• ServeTrust  4% 
• State Missions (Alma Hunt)  4% 
• ECHO  4% 
• NorthStar (Local Association - Dorothy Allport) 4% 

Global Mission Offering envelopes are available in the 

packet of envelopes you receive at home and in the pews. 

Banks for children are available at the Welcome Center. 

Prayerfully consider what God would have you do to help 

others hear the good news of Jesus Christ. 

Heifer Living Gift Market 
This year we are helping families and 

communities around the world by 

participating in Heifer International’s 

Living Gift Market. Visit the narthex on 

Sunday, Dec. 16, to see how you can help 

change the lives of those near and far 

through gifts of animals and trees. A gift as small as $10 

makes a huge difference. More information will be coming 

soon. 

(Con�nued on page 5) 
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Hypothermia 
Shelter 2019 

Hypothermia Prevention and Response 

Program 
February 3-10, 2019 

Winter is upon us and in a few weeks Westwood will again 

open its hearts and doors to our neighbors experiencing 

homelessness by participating in the county wide 

Hypothermia Prevention and Response Program that is 

facilitated by FACETS. This is the 15th year of the program 

and the 12th year Westwood has been a part. 

We will give our neighbors in need a warm and safe place to 

sleep, a delicious dinner, fellowship and a hot breakfast in 

the morning.  We also give FACETS case managers an 

opportunity to meet with their clients to determine services 

that they need.  Last year, through case management, 

FACETS was able to house 41 of our neighbors 

experiencing homelessness and this year FACETS hopes to 

house even more! 

Hypothermia Prevention Season began November 25th and 

runs through March 31st.  Our week of hosting begins at 

5:00 p.m. February 3rd and runs through the morning 

breakfast February 10th. 

Important Dates to Remember 

January 6   Signups begin 

January 27   3 p.m. Training in Whitten Hall 

February 3 12:30 p.m. Setup 

February 3 5 p.m. Greet our Guests 

Volunteers Needed 

• Breakfast Team Leaders 

• One Dinner Team Leader 

• Dinner Coordinator to work with one other person 

• Drivers for Church Bus 

Contact Lucinda Marvin or Sandy Milam for further 

information on the above positions. 

Please be in prayer for our guests, for the many faith 

communities and their volunteers preparing for hosting, and 

for preparing your hearts and minds to service for these 

neighbors. 

Lucinda Marvin and Sandy Milam 

Women on a 
Mission 

Women on a Mission 

A huge thank you to everyone for your generous support of 

our November layette project! We assembled 200 layettes, 

which will be given to Inova Hospitals in Fairfax, 

Alexandria, and Fair Oaks, as well as to Springfield 

Gardens and Healthy Families. All of these layettes will be 

given to needy new moms to help them get a good start 

with their newborns. Nine ladies came to help set up 

clothing in Whitten Hall on Tuesday (a task  we completed 

in one hour—a new record!). On Wednesday, 20 ladies 

came to assemble the layettes, including 93-year old Doris 

Hoffman from Braddock Glen Assisted Living Facility, 

who is one of our crocheting ladies. Please join us at our 

next get-together on Dec. 5 and be part of the mission work 

movement. 

Judi Kern and Joy Earner 

Caring Tree 
Each year, with your help our church supports families in 

need at the Springfield Gardens apartments through our 

Caring Tree program. If you have chosen a card, please 

remember to turn in your gifts by Monday, Dec. 17. 

Instructions for proper wrapping and tagging are on the 

table in the narthex. If you have any questions, please 

contact Rebecca Glander or Janet Curtin. 

Carpenter’s Shelter Thank You 

Dear Westwood Baptist Church, 

 On behalf of Carpenter’s Shelter staff and 

residents, we want to thank you for your generous in-kind 

donation on 5 November 2018. It is through these gifts that 

we are able to serve our homeless population. Your 

commitment and generosity will help us to achieve our 

vision of ending homelessness. 

Sincerely, Team Carpenter 

(Con�nued from page 4) 

Community 
Involvement (cont’d) 
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The Wednesday 
Weekly Schedule 

5:30 pm Dinner 

6:15 pm Preschool, Children 

& Youth Activities 

6:30 pm Adult Seminar 

7:15 pm Sanctuary Choir 

Making Reservations 

Deadline is Monday at 

noon! 

• Online at www.westwood-

baptist.org 

• Communication Card in 

Sunday bulletin 

• Call Church Office at 

703-451-5120 

• No reservations for 

potlucks! 

Dinner Prices 

Adults/5th grade and older: $5 

Children: $2.25 

Age 2 and under: Free 

Family Maximum: $17 

Potluck Fellowship 
Meals 

(no reservations) 

Jan. 9 

Feb. 20 

March 27 

Church Family Night 

Adult Seminar 

A three-session CFN seminar  on the CBF Global Missions study “Witness 

Transformational Community concludes on Dec. 12. We are looking at the 

commitments that reflect the values inherent to CBF’s mission engagement: 

Cultivating Beloved Community, Bearing Witness to Jesus Christ, and Seeking 

Transformational Development. We meet at 6:30 p.m. in Rm. 204. 

Important Dates to Remember 

Dec. 12 Last CFN of the Year 

Dec. 19, 26, Jan. 2 No CFN 

Jan. 9 First CFN of the New Year 

Feb. 6 No CFN (Hypothermia Shelter Week) 

Apr. 17 No CFN (Holy Week) 

May 1 Last CFN Until Fall 

Thank You,  
Transition Team! 
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End of Year Contributions to Westwood 

There are many options available to you for giving to 

Westwood any day of the week, day or night. 

• Consider setting up a recurring payment to the 

church through your bank’s online bill pay. Your 

check is received when you are not in town or 

when snow is on the ground. Contact your bank. 

• Give through e-giving.org. To set up an account, 

log onto the church’s website and click on the 

“Giving” link. The church’s costs are much lower 

for ACH (directly from your checking account) 

but we also accept credit cards, although they are 

more expensive. 

• Consider giving stock to the church and receive 

special tax benefits. NOTE: For appreciated stock 

that you have owned for more than one year, do 

not sell the stock! Give it to the church and you 

can deduct the fair market value of the stock — 

and you do not have to report the gain. Sound 

too good to be true? It is true! 

• Westwood has an account with e-trade.com. Visit: 

 https://www.fidelitycharitable.org/giving-

account/what-you-can-donate/donating-stock-to-

charity.shtml.  

Your broker will need the following information:   

Westwood Baptist Church 

DTC number: 0385 

Receiving Firm: E-Trade 

Account Number: 3573-4609 

Account Registration: Westwood Baptist 

Church 

Contact Information: Donna L. Hill 
Westwood Baptist Church 
703-451-5120 

(Con�nued on page 8) 

Stewardship 

In his message on Nov. 11, Rev. 

Poole encouraged us to give not 

out of our wealth but out of our 

need. In thinking on what this 

means to me and what my 

“need” is, I reflected on my 

personal values, how my values 

connect with Westwood’s Statement of Calling, and being a 

good steward. 

My personal values include commitment, support, and 

reliability. In being committed to my faith, I am continually 

growing in my relationship with Jesus Christ and learning 

new ways to live out the Gospel. This is demonstrated by 

my involvement in various church activities and by 

faithfully tithing. Being a deacon and an active member of 

my Sunday School class helps me meet my need of serving. 

By specifically donating to the variety of mission activities 

that Westwood participates in, I can also help serve our 

larger community. Finally, I am reliable by being 

responsible in tithing according to the goals my family has 

set and identifying how we would like these tithes to be 

used by contributing to specific programs. 

This time of year allows us numerous opportunities to give. 

Programs such as our involvement with Springfield 

Gardens, the Global Missions Offering, and the Christmas 

Caring Tree help us share the Gospel with our community. 

As you know, Westwood has had to make difficult financial 

decisions this year in order to be fiscally responsible. 

Unfortunately, we made cuts to our mission budget with the 

understanding that if we had a surplus at the end of our 

fiscal year, we would make up this deficit. Toward that end, 

please consider your needs and how you would like to 

support mission-related giving this season. 

For end-of-year giving options, please see Donna Hill’s 

article.  

In Christ, 

Sonja Beavers 
Finance Team Chair 

Finance Team 
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ForForForFor    untountountounto    usususus    

a child is born, 
untountountounto    usususus    aaaa    sonsonsonson    isisisis    given:given:given:given:        

and the government shall be upon his shoulders:and the government shall be upon his shoulders:and the government shall be upon his shoulders:and the government shall be upon his shoulders:        

and his name shall be and his name shall be and his name shall be and his name shall be called called called called     

Wonderful Counselor,  
THE MIGHTY GOD, 

The everlasting Father,  
The Prince of Peace.  

    Isaiah 9:6 Isaiah 9:6 Isaiah 9:6 Isaiah 9:6     

Finance Committee 
(cont’d) 

• Last year Congress legislated that those over age 

70-½ who are required to take a minimum 

distribution from their IRA can make the 

distribution directly from your IRA to Westwood. 

You do not have to claim the income (you do not 

get the tax deduction on this type of transaction) 

and Westwood gets your contribution. 

Contributions must be postmarked by Dec. 31, 2018! 

Feel free to contact me at 703-451-5120 (church) or at 

accountant@westwood-baptist.org with questions or 

for details on how to do any of the above.   

Donna L Hill, Financial Administrator 

(Con�nued from page 7) 

News from the SPSC 

The senior pastor search team is in full swing now and has 

been meeting weekly.  We are working on the foundational 

materials needed in preparation for calling for resumes, 

which we expect to begin calling for at the end of 

November.   

We will be reaching out to all of the local, state, national, 

and neighboring associations; compatible seminaries; and, of 

course the many friends of Westwood who know us and 

have ministerial connections. 

We ask you to begin thinking of people and organizations 

you would recommend we should contact for potential 

candidates.  Please also think and pray about ministers you 

know who might be seeking a new ministry call and who 

could come to serve at Westwood in partnership with us as 

we pursue our new statement of calling. 

Mark Schiffner, SPSC Chair 

Senior Pastor Search 
Committee 
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Children’s Carols 

Sunday, December 16 

at 11 a.m.  

Performed by The Westwood Baptist 

Church Children’s Choir 

Invite a Friend ~~~~ Share the Music 

Preschool & Children’s Ministry 

In FunDay School During Advent we like to create a 

peaceful, cozy spirit of waiting. This year we will read 

some Max Lucado stories and do a simple craft project as 

we learn the story of Jesus’ amazing birth. 

The Bethlehem Walk at Parkwood Baptist Church is the 

weekend of Dec. 8-9. Tickets may be reserved in advance. 

Contact Becca if you are interested in organizing a 

Westwood group. 

On Dec. 16, the Children’s Choir will present their 

Christmas music. 

Christmas Caroling is Wednesday, Dec. 19. Join us as we 

visit some Westwood friends! Meet at Chipotle (the new 

one by Panera) at 5:30 for dinner.   

Children’s Christmas Party! All children at Westwood 

from toddlers through sixth grade are invited up to Whitten 

Hall for a Christmas Party during worship on Dec. 23! 

There will be a craft, games and a light snack.   

Don’t forget your Greatest Gift Devotions! 

Rebecca Larson 
Director of Preschool & Children’s Ministries 

Green Team 

Global Warning 

A very important document which was released recently by the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

(IPCC) warns that a change of +1.5(C) degrees — which is possible within just one to two decades — would have a dramatic 

effect on our environment. It makes clear that climate change is already happening; it upgraded its risk warning from previous 

reports; and it warned that every fraction of additional warming would worsen the impact.  As I told the Hope Class in 

November, now is the time to review and upgrade your personal carbon reduction plan. 

For an excellent discussion of climate change, visit: https://www.npr.org/2018/10/08/655360909/grim-forecast-from-u-n-on-

global-climate-change 

Dave Schmitz 
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Canasta 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays at 1-3 p.m. in Greenspring Village Towne 

Center  

Join us Dec. 11 for fun and fellowship. Canasta is a great 

game that’s fun and easy to learn. If you would like more 

information, please contact Joy Earner or Mary Shuman. 

Christmas Potluck Luncheon 

Come and join us on Wednesday, Dec. 19 at noon in 

Whitten Hall for food and fellowship. Meat, drinks, and 

table service will be provided. Please bring a side dish 

and/or dessert to share. Sign up at the Welcome Center. 

www.GO  ~ Older 
Adult Ministry 

Church Life 

Advent Coloring Posters 

All in the congregation are invited to help us color the 

Mary’s Song Coloring Posters during Advent. These posters 

are designed to take us through the Gospel of Luke’s account 

of the Magnificat prayer of Mary and of Jesus’ birth, found 

in Luke 1:46-55. We will explore the themes of the HOPE 

we have when we remember all God has done, the PEACE 

that comes with God’s provision, the JOY we have in God’s 

promises, the LOVE we feel from God’s blessings and the 

celebration knowing GOD IS WITH US. A table will be set 

up in the narthex with each week’s poster, beginning Sunday, 

Dec. 2 with HOPE. Take a few moments to stop and color 

part of the poster. We will display the posters as we finish 

them. 

Fall Work Day 

Calling All Ages! Bring your trimmers, leaf blowers, and 

rakes on Saturday, Dec. 8 at 9 a.m.-1 p.m. and help spruce 

up Westwood’s grounds for Christmas. 

Youth Dessert Auction 

The most beloved annual fundraiser for Westwood Youth 

Missions is coming Sunday, Dec. 9. Bring your best desserts 

to the narthex at 9-9:15. The bidding begins at 9:30 and ends 

at 10:55, BEFORE worship! Winners may pay for and pick 

up their goodies after worship. Thank you for supporting 

Youth Mission. 

Christmas Caroling for All Ages! 
All are invited to join the children on Wednesday, Dec. 19 

when they go caroling at the homes of several Westwood 

friends. We will meet at the Rolling Road Chipotle (next to 

Panera) at 5:30 for dinner and depart at 6:15. Come get your 

caroling on! 

Adult Education 

Advent Bible Study 
A four-session Advent Study continues through Dec. 17 on 

We Make the Road by Walking by Brian McLaren. We are 

looking at the story of Jesus’ birth, exploring what it means 

to be alive in the adventure of Jesus. Rev. Gray leads the 

class Mondays at 10-11:30 a.m. Contact Rev. Gray to sign 

up and/or to purchase a book. 
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ONGOING  YOUTH OPPORTUNITIES 

Small Groups & Leaders 

• High School Girls meet on Tuesday nights (Sheena 

Forester) 

• Middle School Girls meet on alternate Wednesdays 

(Megan Purkey) 

• Middle School Boys meet every other week (alternating 

between Mondays and Thursdays) (Stephen Gray and 

Danny Purkey) 

• High School Boys Group is forming. More information 

will follow. 

If you are interested in joining one of these groups, please 

contact Jessie or Susan. 

Wednesday Evenings 6:15-7:15 pm 

1st Wednesday:  Youth Drama Ministry 

2nd Wednesday:  Video Bible Study (The Incredibles)  

3rd Wednesday:  Game Night (Board Games, Cards) 

4th Wednesday:  Video Bible Study (The Incredibles) 

Youth Sunday Night Dinners 

Dec. 2 This could be YOU! 

Dec. 9 This could be YOU! 

Dec. 16 Purcell 

Dec. 23 Christmas weekend/No SNL 

Dec. 30 New Year’s weekend/No SNL 

Youth Planning Committee Meeting 

Sunday,  Dec. 2 at 12:15 pm  

Lunch will be provided! Anyone who is involved with our 

youth ministry or wants to get involved is invited to attend.  

Youth Scripture Readers 
Reading Scripture during Sunday morning is an excellent 

way for our youth to be involved in worship on a regular 

basis. If you would like to sign up to read one Sunday, 

please contact Jessie. 

Reading for Preschoolers 
Our youth have been reading to the preschoolers during part 

of the worship service at the invitation of Megan and 

Rebecca. If you are interested in reading to the preschoolers 

in the library on Sunday mornings, please contact Jessie. 

Middle School Girls 

New Study 

Middle School Girls Group is 

back! See you at 7:15-7:30ish on Wednesday, 

Dec. 12 at the church. As always, we’ll be done 

between 8:15-8:30 p.m. 

In November we started a new study on  Just 

Us Girls: A Bible Study on Being God’s Girl in Middle School 

by Hannah Duggan. I have copies for all, so no need to 

purchase! 

Note: No meeting on Dec. 26. We will meet again on Jan. 9! 

Megan Purkey 

Youth Dessert Auction  

Sunday, Dec. 9 from 9:30-10:55 a.m. 

♥ Bring Baked Goods 

♥ Bid on Baked Goods 

♥ Raise Money for Youth Missions  

Youth Progressive Dinner  
Saturday, Dec. 15 from 5-9:00 p.m. 
♥ Drop off and Pick up at Church 

♥ Three Courses: Appetizers, Main Course, and Dessert  

♥ Bring a “White Elephant” Gift (max. $10; re-gifting is 

acceptable!)  

♥ Sign up by Sunday, Dec. 9!!! 

Thank you to all the 

Youth who participated in 

sorting food at ECHO on 

Nov. 11! 

Youth Ministry 
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Youth Ministry 

Dear Youth and Families, 

 What is the best Christmas gift you ever received?  

 For me it was my first dog, whose name was 

Coco. I have always loved animals. When I was little I 

begged and pleaded with my family for a dog for 

several years. When I was nine years old I received a 

note from my dad at Christmas that said, “IOU a 

Puppy.” A few weeks later, after she was weaned, my 

dad brought me a puppy and I named her Coco. Coco 

went everywhere with me. If I was home at my mom’s 

house, Coco was there. When I was at my 

grandparents house for visitation, she was there. Coco 

and I had several wonderful years together before she 

passed away of old age. It broke my heart.  

 Now I have my sweet puppy Ellie, who 

has become our little Youth Mascot. She was 

so sick when I first got her. I found out shortly 

after adopting her, that she has “Puppy 

Hypoglycemia” (AKA diabetes) and needs to 

be fed every couple of hours so her sugar 

doesn’t drop too low. I’m so thankful that I 

have been able to bring her to church with me 

and that the youth have been able to share her 

with me and have come to love her too.  

 Of course, we must remember that Christmas isn’t ultimately about the 

giving and receiving of gifts, even though that’s lots of fun. Christmas is about 

celebrating the birth of Christ, God’s only Son, sent to the world to redeem us all 

because of God’s love for us. Therefore the best gift that anyone can receive has 

already been provided for us, and his name is Jesus. I pray that we will remember 

that this year and that it will spark a desire in us to share the gift of Christ and 

God’s love for humanity with others.  

Blessings,  

Reverend Jessie Kearns, Minister with Youth 

Items for the January Westwood World are due by Thursday, Dec. 6 and 
should be sent to martha.newman@westwood-baptist.org 

Westwood Baptist Church, 8200 Old Keene Mill Road 
Springfield, VA 22152 

703-451-5120   www.westwood-baptist.org 

Weekly Youth Schedule in 
December 

Sundays 
Cafe 9:45 am 
Sunday School 10 am 
Worship 11 am 
Youth Dinner 6 pm 
Sunday Night Live! 6:30 pm 
 

Weekdays 
High School Girls Tues. 7 pm 
High School Guys TBA 
Middle School Girls Alt. Weds. 7pm 
Middle School Guys Alt. Mon./Thurs.  

7 pm 
Youth Activities Weds. 6:15 pm 
 

Youth Planning Committee 
Sunday, Dec. 2 after worship.  

Lunch will be provided.  
All are welcome! 

 
Stay In Touch! 
https://rallyhood.com/ 
westwood-baptist-church-
youth-ministry 
 

https://www.facebook. 
com/WestwoodYouth 
 
https://twitter.com/ 
WestwoodYouth  
 
http://www.westwood-    
baptist.org /#/youth 
 
Jessie.Kearns@westwood-
baptist.org 


